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China has been having an increasing influence in developing countries with aid and 
cooperation programs as a country that is increasingly closer to having a global 
leadership and economic and political power unmatched in this century. It is 
particularly interesting to know what is the perception that Latin Americans and in 
particular, the one that Colombians have about China and Chinese in general, 
especially in a segment of the population that has not visited China and has built 
empirically, from their different approaches to China, a perception and image of  
this, the new world power. 
 
China when carrying out these extensively planned approaches to Africa and Latin 
America, for the international public remains the question what is the main goal, if 
only to secure the resources they need to support their growth, or if this new world 
leader is positioning itself in a different way to what other previous hegemonies have 
done instead.  
 
There is also the debate to what extent is China a threat when depending 
commercially - and in some cases, politically- of it, besides another fact that is being 
still a developing country, how high and fierce is the competition for Foreign Direct 
Investment and for market’s access having similar exporting offer as in the case of 
Colombia, where one of the reasons why the textile-clothing (and in particular the 
traditional assembly plants or Maquilas) has entered in detriment due to competition 
with China’s production.  
 
For Colombia and in general with Latin American countries, the renewed relations 
with China mean a geopolitical and geostrategic change at all levels. This is 
something already felt from the USA and that means a change in the configuration of 













largely the responsible on these relationships for reaching common benefits and 
development, because most of the times these developing countries do not have a 
coherent long term strategy to develop relationships with other countries, been more 
reactive and then having its consequences.   
 
Although many efforts have been done towards the approach of China and Colombia, 
there is still a long way to go when compared to the relationship in other countries in 
Latin America.  Perceptions about China, Chinese people and culture widely differ 
one from another, depending on the environment, and direct or indirect / real or 
perceived influence.  There is a need for more communication flow, and also a 
space for the countries and different organizations to build together a closer relation 
that will overcome fears and misunderstandings due to a long isolation and 
dependence of Colombia in traditional partners.    
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
Colombia has played a complex and unusual role particularly in the "balance" of Latin 
America, because of the dynamic American presence in the territory, a situation that 
has limited political power driven by the National Government.  
 
This kind of review allows us to chart two usual premises underlying many Western 
visions of Sino-Colombian relations, for instance, the mutual convenience of 
economics, and the progress of bilateral relations in direct function of the Chinese 
“challenge” in American influence areas.  
 
In an era in that has returned back to Cold War ideological debates in Latin America, 
Colombia explores new multilateral perspectives.  
 
Currently, Colombia has two bilateral investment agreements in force that gives equal 
treatment to foreigners and nationals, one with Peru and another with Spain, which 
was implemented in September last year, there are others in the approval process by 
Colombia’s congress with Switzerland and the Netherlands.  Luis Guillermo Plata, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism of Colombia, argued that “the potential 
is large because of the decision taken by this Government to secure sources of 
production in other countries as development strategy”. We will see later that although 
there is a program for the commercial, trade and relations development in the area, the 
strategy from the Colombian Government in the Asia Pacific region needs to be 
developed in a more comprehensive way1. 
 
According to the data from Colombia’s Central Bank, in 2006 China invested USD 
3.1 million, which represented an increase of 17 percent compared to 2005, when it 
                                                        
1 Republic of Colombia.  Department of Communications, Ministry of Commerce, Industry and 
Tourism. “Avance de 90 por ciento en acuerdo de inversión entre Colombia y China”, “Cerradas 
negociaciones del Acuerdo de Inversión entre Colombia y China” Informe de prensa No. 045. Bogotá, 
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reached USD 2.7 million. The principal amounts were to sectors such as transport, 
services, and mining2 .  
 
At present, China's investment in Colombia amounts to USD 23.3 
million—equivalent to 0.07 percent of total investments entering the country. In the 
other hand, there is almost no relevant Colombian investment in Mainland China3.  
 
This paper will analyze the last 15 years of relations between China and Colombia, 
the period in which both countries established and developed economical reforms 
facing globalization and new economic and political challenges in the beginning of a 
new Century, making special emphasis on the Foreign Direct Investment -FDI, 
perceptions, cultural ties between these two countries, countervailing forces, influence 
and how Colombia is copying with this new geopolitical environment.   
 
Purpose of Study 
Analyze and get a more comprehensive understanding about the increasing influence 
of China in Latin America, with special interest in Colombia as a principal case study 
and how this influence has come to change perceptions about China as a country, the 
Chinese people and their culture. In turn, there are certain recommendations for 
getting the most out of this relation and continue with the construction of more 
effective partnership at all levels. 
 
Research questions  
• What do Colombians in Colombia perceive and how they see China as a 
country, the Chinese people and culture? How accepted are they? 
• How the Colombian geostrategic vision and perception has it changed with its 
relations with China?  
                                                        
2 Avendaño, Hernan. “Economía y comercio exterior de China y Colombia: un análisis comparativo”.  
Office of Economical Studies; Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism; Republic of Colombia.   
Marzo, 2005.    <http://www. mincomercio.gov.co> 
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• What are the government policies aimed to improving relations with countries 
that are not traditional partners? 
• How is Colombia copying with the new world context in which China is the 
new main character? 
 
Research Methodology 
The method of analysis is a combination of both qualitative and quantitative methods:  
 
• Qualitative like interviews with relevant scholars and people from different 
countries. Also the use of other primary sources as white papers, official press 
releases, multilateral and bilateral agreements texts. 
• Quantitative content analysis of secondary sources as polls results, 
newspapers’ articles, and other academic essays and papers.  
 
Previous Research 
One of the limitations of this study is the lack of academic research in this regard. 
While you can find studies that are mostly focused on a particular subject and depend 
entirely on the interests of an organization or individual as well as the spontaneity of 
the few polls and papers found.  This is mainly because they entirely depend on 
junctures and special contexts, therefore in most cases, there is not the possibility of 
making a follow up of information and results (these documents are characterized by 
unique: it is not possible to make a tracing from a single source of a job, or no contrast 
and analyze the data and results from year to year but the ones built by the author for 
the present paper). Also, depth of content is rather not enough for an academic work, 
and usually are based a single point of view and develops the concept of the author.  
 
Except from white papers, the next source of reference were articles published in 
newspapers and magazines, articles that depend on the current situation and generally 
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